
Why unlocking green growth 
in the ornamental horticulture 
and gardening industry is so 
important in the UK:

THE HORTICULTURAL TRADES ASSOCIATION

Employs 674,200 
people – Rising to 

a potential jobs 
contribution of 
763,400 in 2030

Contributes £28.8 billion 
in GDP – Rising to a 

potential GDP footprint 
of £41.8 billion  

in 2030

Ornamental Horticulture 
underwrites 50% of the 
25-year Environmental 

Plan

HTA member horticultural 
or landscaping businesses 

have a presence in 567  
UK constituencies

Gardening in schools 
helps enhance 

numeracy and literacy, 
develop fine motor 

skills and encourage 
healthy food choices

Half of all UK 
adults take part 

in gardening

87% of British adults 
agree that gardens 

and public green 
spaces benefit their 

state of mind  

94% of British adults 
agree that gardens 

and public green 
spaces make an area a 
pleasant place to live

29.5% of the UK’s urban 
areas are domestic 

gardens, which is over 
 3 times the size of 

Greater London

93% of British adults 
believe gardens and 
green spaces help to 

support wildlife

Over two-thirds of 
British adults visit 

a garden centre 
every year

You can burn off 87 
Mars bars a year by 

doing some light 
gardening for one 

hour per week (e.g. 
raking, weeding)!

The weekly use of a  
domestic garden is estimated 

to be worth between £171 
and £575 pp, in terms of its 

physical and mental  
health benefits

Generates £6.3 billion 
in tax revenue – Rising 

to UK potential tax 
revenues of £8.7 billion 

attributable to the 
industry in 2030

Sources and references found at  
hta.org.uk/policy/unlocking-green-growth



10 ways the Government can back our 
industry to let Britain grow:
•	 Reduce the cost of doing business and red tape
•	 Support investment in innovation to grow more 

UK trees and plants
•	 Limit the regulation burden
•	 Work in partnership with industry
•	 Ensure importing plant goods is a seamless 

trade flow process
•	 Help to promote UK horticulture exports globally
•	 Ensure investment in horticultural education 

and skills
•	 Allow our businesses to access the workforce 

needed to grow trees and plants
•	 Encourage a greener planning system
•	 Support research and development in peat-free 

growing media

The Horticulture and gardening industry:
•	 Supports jobs & the economy
•	 Mitigates climate change & improves 

environment
•	 Promotes health & wellbeing
•	 Key to biosecurity & biodiversity

The Horticultural Trades Association 
represents 1500 members across the  
UK including:
•	 Garden Retailers
•	 Tree and Plant Growers
•	 Landscapers
•	 Manufacturers and Suppliers
•	 Service Providers

On behalf of our members we promote, support 
and nurture our industry to ensure a robust and 
sustainable future.

hta.org.uk/policy
policy@hta.org.uk

Unlocking  
Green Growth

© Mr Phil Teckkam – Crowborough


