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35-54 Under 3555+
25% 42% 30%

Part-time Full-time Apprentices

47% 52% 1%
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Alongside contracted 
employees, growers and 

plant producers also require 
access to seasonal labour

growers require some 
seasonal labour, for an 

average of 25 weeks of the 
calendar year 
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69%
of UK adults said they 

visited a garden centre at 
least once in 2023

214 
million

estimated visits to 

garden centres in 2023
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26%
of UK adults claim to do 

gardening regularly and a 
further 40% do so occasionally

16M2
The average size of private gardens

7%
of UK adults have no access 
to an outdoor space – this is 

equivalent to 4 million people 

62%
use their private gardens to 
grow plants, trees or flowers 
and 34% use them to grow 

their own food78%
have access to a private garden, 
9% a terrace or patio garden, 5% 

a window box/balcony, 2% an 
allotment  and 6% have access 

to a communal garden
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1
Maximise the value of the UK’s green spaces across key policy areas by delivering an Office for Green Spaces, a 
Horticulture Strategy and a health and wellbeing campaign.

2
A bold national programme of urban greening supported by reformed planning processes and guidelines setting 
out clear targets in relation to location, green space, garden size and biodiversity.

3
Build on the UK-EU Trade and Cooperation Agreement by negotiating an SPS agreement with the EU and 
delivering a functioning cross-border trade regime for plants.

4
Work with UK horticultural experts to deliver a world-class plant health regime in order to safeguard a thriving 
UK horticultural sector and the UK’s natural landscape for future generations.

5 Commit to a sustainable transition and timeline to peat-free horticulture from 2030 with a support package that 
grows the industry, supporting SMEs and the UK’s gardeners.
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6
Include environmental horticulture in the government’s green jobs and skills definitions and recognise the value 
of sector careers and opportunities from early curriculum to apprenticeships and degree level.

7
Complete a review of and publish a strategy for the UK water sector, covering water resilience from flooding to 
drought, which recognises the importance of environmental horticulture growers and landscapers delivering and 
maintaining green spaces.

8
Undertake a consultative review of current and future UK environmental and business regulation to ensure 
proportionality, allowing UK businesses to transition to Net Zero, deliver on environmental and growth targets, 
whilst being competitive and viable.

9
Ensure UK Public Procurement rules, guidelines and approaches at all-levels of government can be met and 
delivered by UK growers, landscapers and horticultural businesses, providing confidence to invest and grow.

10
Make the UK a global leader in environmental horticulture through smart use of accessible R&D and grant support 
schemes for SME horticulture businesses, providing an economic and environmental return on investment. 
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Media Requests media.office@hta.org.uk

Policy Enquiries policy@hta.org.uk

Latest News hta.org.uk

Facebook @HTAnews

X @HTANews

Instagram @HTA_news_

Linkedin horticultural-trades-association

The Value of Plants Report hta.org.uk/value-of-plants

Join the Conversation #UKhort125


