UK SECURES ADDED EU PROTECTIONS AGAINST DEADLY TREE DISEASE
The European Commission’s Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed (SCOPAFF)
has approved (Thursday 19 October) increased protections against Xylella fastidiosa.
Last month the Environment Secretary Michael Gove wrote to the European Commission stressing
that if EU protections were not increased, we would consider our own national measures, which
could include a suspension of high risk imports. The disease, which could be deadly to our oak
trees, would be difficult to eradicate if it was to arrive, which is why the UK has pushed hard for
these increased protections to help keep it out.
The new measures incorporate key proposals from the UK and include strengthened movement
requirements on high risk plants and require quicker responses to potential findings of the
disease.
Following the vote Environment Secretary Michael Gove said:
“Xylella poses a serious threat to our plants, trees and horticulture sector and as I made clear to
Commissioner Andriukaitis last month, we need to see robust action by the EU against the
disease.
“I am therefore pleased this has been taken forward. These increased protections will add to our
own efforts to protect our horticulture sector and our famous ancient oaks which have stood tall
and proud for centuries as a national symbol of strength and survival.
“While the measures we pressed for will come into force, we will keep the risk level under
continuous review to determine if further measures are needed to keep the disease out of the UK.
“When we leave the EU we will have an opportunity to examine all our national biosecurity
measures on plant imports to ensure they are as robust as possible and we are doing everything
we can to protect the UK against diseases like Xylella.”
The new measures will take effect around the end of November, following a formal adoption
process in the European Commission and will supplement measures already in place in the UK
which require certain plants to be notified to the plant health authorities when they are brought
into the country. This enables the Animal and Plant Health Agency to carry out targeted
inspections as well as surveillance for disease in the wider environment.
Further detail on measures
The SCOPAFF committee has approved updated EU emergency measures, which will now go
through a formal adoption process by the European Commission, prior to coming into force
around the end of November.
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The measures include:
•

•

•
•

•

Strengthened movement requirements for plant species known to be hosts of Xylella, with a
new obligation that such plants can only be moved anywhere in the EU from sites which
have been officially inspected, with testing when disease symptoms are observed, as well as
being accompanied by a plant passport.
In addition, there are stricter requirements for those ‘high risk’ host species known to be
commonly associated with outbreaks in the EU, which will now be subject to a prescribed
level of official inspection and testing before movement.
New requirements on the response to Xylella findings, including the provisional demarcation
of outbreak areas to improve the timeliness of actions.
Requirements are also included to promote targeted surveillance and testing across the EU, to
improve prospects of detecting Xylella findings at an early stage.
Other changes include new provisions for dealing with isolated findings and new requirements
for those areas of the EU where the disease is established.

While there has been no evidence of infected plants being moved in trade to date, these changes
will further reduce the risk of spreading the disease by this means.
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