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Recent news and actions

• Voice and influence – Party Conferences, HTA 
Conference, Lords Committee, Efra Committee, 
Scotland, International.

• Borders & trade – BTOM and Windsor Framework

• Growing media: Life beyond Peat – Policy & political 
engagement, Technical workshops & support, 
Communications/Media, Data
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England & Wales Update

• No legislation in the King's Speech, possible but 
unlikely Private Members Bill

• Welsh officials have heard concerns

• Ministerial responsibility changes

• Impact assessment in completion & will be 
published

• Ongoing engagement with Defra Policy Team incl. 
on 'support' needs and 2024
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Scottish Government Policy

• Publication of consultation response imminent

• HTA have met with Cabinet Minister and Spad

• Bill for a peat ban likely in 2024

• Advised focus would be on amateur market and 
would engage industry

• Cab Sec wrote to Defra SoS with key HTA message

• Scot Peat Minister to visit HTA member
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Technical Support

Supporting the industry transition to peat-
free growing media

Three basic elements -

• HTA technical webpages

• HTA workshops and meetings

• Involvement in R&D, including the 5-year RHS 
Peat-Free Fellowship
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Technical Support

HTA technical webpages
https://hta.org.uk/grower-support-campaign/growing-media
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Technical support

HTA grower technical workshops
https://hta.org.uk/develop-your-business/grower-support-campaign/get-involved/grower-
technical-workshops
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Technical Support

Meetings (HTA Nursery Network Group)
https://hta.org.uk/develop-your-business/grower-support-campaign/get-involved/nuturing-
your-growing-needs/hta-nursery-network
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Technical Support

RHS Peat-Free Fellowship
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/peat-free-workshops/november-2023-conference-resources
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Technical Support

What's happening next -

• Webpage on the impact of peat-free growing 
media on machinery and nursery procedures 
currently being designed, more to follow....

• Next Nursery Network meeting planned to be at 
Melcourt production facilities in February

• HTA workshop programme being finalised for 2024

• Output from RHS Fellowship being planned for 
2024

You are more than welcome to join in
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Impact Assessment, Data & Insights

• Defra Impact Assessment work

• HTA survey work & European data outreach
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What next?

• Publication of Impact Assessment

• Scotland-Westminster engagement/response?

• Government response on House of Lords 
Horticulture Inquiry

• Member feedback, insights, case studies, etc
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Further info: hta.org.uk/peat
policy@hta.org.uk

• Views, comments and input

• Sharing intelligence / insights

• Questions?

Thank you & discussion
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