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Agenda 

 

 

Time Content Speaker 

Springfields Events and Conference Centre 

09:00 – 09:30 Coffee, tea, and refreshments 

Presentations 

09:30 – 10:10 Building momentum towards peat-free 

production 

Wayne Brough, HTA 

10:10 – 10:50 Establishment of crops in peat-free growing 
media – grower and scientific viewpoints 

Alastair Hazell, Darby 
Nursery Stock Ltd, 

Raghavendra Prasad, RHS 

10:50 – 11:00 Coffee, tea, and refreshments 

11:00 – 11:40 Plant Growth Promoting Rhizobacteria (PGPR) - 
benefits of incorporation into peat-free growing 

media 

Simon Taylor, Plantworks 
Ltd 

11:40 – 12:20 Coir as a main constituent of peat-free growing 

media – physical and chemical properties of 
different coir fractions and challenges around 

supply 

Tom de Vesci and Raul 

Cabrera, Horticultural Coir 
Ltd 

12:20 – 13:00 Practical advice and tips for improving crop 

establishment in peat-free growing media. 
Experiences from different crop sectors 

Selchuk Kurtev, Zest 

Sustainable ICM 

13:00 – 13:45 Lunch buffet 

 

 

Nursery tour (Clay Lake site) and discussion 

14:00 – 14:15 

 

Introduction to Darby Nursery Stock Alastair Hazell, Darby 

Nursery Stock Ltd 

14:15 – 15:30 

 

Nursery tour of Darby Nursery Stock. 

Split into two groups 

Alastair Hazell / Selchuk 

Kurtev 

15:30 Wrap up and depart 

 

BASIS and NRoSO continued professional development points will be available on the day 

of the workshop. 
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Location 
 

Addresses and locations: 

St George’s Hall Complex, 16 High Street, 
Methwold, Thetford, Norfolk IP26 4NT (a.m.) 
(highlighted on the map)  
What3words: ///chosen.happy.seabirds  

Darby Nursery Stock, Broadfen farm, 
Severalls Road, Methwold Hythe, Thetford 
IP26 4QU (p.m.)  
(highlighted on the map)  

What3words: ///bulky.courier.dislodge 
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Building momentum towards peat-

free production 
 Wayne Brough, HTA 
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Establishment of crops in peat-free 

growing media – grower and 

scientific viewpoints  
Alastair Hazell, Darby Nursery Stock and Raghavendra Prasad, RHS 

  Notes 
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Plant Growth Promoting Rhizobacteria 

(PGPR) - benefits of incorporation into 

peat-free growing media 
Simon Taylor, Plantworks Ltd 
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Coir as a main constituent of peat-

free growing media 
Tom de Vesci and Raul Cabrera, Horticultural Coir Ltd 
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Practical advice and tips for 

improving crop establishment in 

peat-free growing media. Experiences from 

different crop sectors 
Selchuk Kurtev, Zest Sustainable ICM    Notes 
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Appendix 
 

 

1. HTA | Tips for going peat-free (HTA login required for the HTA pages) 

2. HTA | Physical constituents 

3. HTA | Irrigation of peat-free crops 

4. HTA | Nutrition of peat-free crops 

5. HTA | Monitoring and managing peat-free crops 

6. HTA | Impact of peat-free media 

7. A Review and Analysis of Horticultural Substrate Characterisation by Sieve Analysis 

- HORTSCI16583_proof.pdf (ncsu.edu)  

8. Wettability and hydrology of various woodfibre substrates and substrate 

components - Wettability-and-hydrology-of-various-wood.pdf (ncsu.edu)  

9. The latest on growing media research USA - 76-popular-press.pdf (ncsu.edu) 

10. Advances in substrate particle characterisation using dynamic image analysis 

compared to sieving procedure for predicting water retention properties - 80-

refereed.pdf (ncsu.edu) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://hta.org.uk/grower-support-campaign/growing-media/tips-for-going-peat-free
https://hta.org.uk/grower-support-campaign/growing-media/physical-constituents
https://hta.org.uk/grower-support-campaign/growing-media/irrigation-of-peat-free-crops
https://hta.org.uk/grower-support-campaign/growing-media/nutrition-of-peat-free-crops
https://hta.org.uk/grower-support-campaign/growing-media/monitoring-and-managing-peat-free-crops
https://hta.org.uk/grower-support-campaign/growing-media/impact-of-peat-free-media
https://woodsubstrates.cals.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/147/2023/08/73-refereed.pdf
https://woodsubstrates.cals.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/147/2020/03/Wettability-and-hydrology-of-various-wood.pdf
https://woodsubstrates.cals.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/147/2022/02/76-popular-press.pdf
https://woodsubstrates.cals.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/147/2024/02/80-refereed.pdf
https://woodsubstrates.cals.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/147/2024/02/80-refereed.pdf
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