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What I will cover

➢What is an adjuvant

➢ Adjuvant definition

➢ Regulatory position around adjuvants

➢ Examples of products without the need for approval 



What are adjuvants

➢ Adjuvant (taken from the Latin, ‘adjuvare,’ meaning ‘to help’

➢ ‘Products’ in various formulations containing active substances with no ‘pesticidal’ 

activity, but perform one or several functions:

✓ Improved plant protection product coverage, adherence and penetration to a pest or to crop tissue

✓ Water conditioning

✓ Increased water droplet size

✓ Additional stability, solubility, and compatibility of a solution

✓ Decreased tank mix foaming

✓ Field marking



Definition of an adjuvant

Adjuvants are authorised under Regulation (EC) 1107/2009 which defines 
'adjuvants' as being:

'substances or preparations which consist of co-formulants or preparations 
containing one or more co-formulants, in the form in which they are supplied 
to the user and placed on the market to be mixed by the user with a plant 
protection product and which enhance its effectiveness or other pesticidal 
properties’.

Adjuvants are NOT plant protection products (PPPs); but, as they influence 
the way PPPs behave and the effects they have, they are subject to 
regulatory control.



Regulation

• The Official List of Adjuvants - Adjuvant - Search 
(pesticides.gov.uk)

• Crop specific approvals - be aware!

• Phytotoxicity claim not possible if used on an 
unauthorised crop

• Spray application records must highlight their use

• Possible dose rate reduction of certain products and 
crops

• Must carry out a COSHH assessment 

• Storage conditions

https://secure.pesticides.gov.uk/adjuvants/Search.aspx
https://secure.pesticides.gov.uk/adjuvants/Search.aspx
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SUMMARY

➢ Adjuvants are regulated products!

➢ Must comply with plant protection product statutory label

➢ Strict use according to specific product recommendations

➢ Adjuvants cannot claim pesticidal activity

➢ Some products do not require entry onto an ‘official list’

➢ COSHH assessments are important

➢ On edible crops use adjuvants at half or lower rate
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