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November 2024
• Introduction & Competition Statement
• Public Affairs & Media

– Budget announcements & HTA briefing
– Northern Ireland visit & Hort Working Group
– Plants in Parliament
– Gardening & Horticulture Cross Party Group in Scotland
– Peat – “10 minute rule” bill
– SPS (Plant Health) Agreement work
– Joint FPC letter to Minister
– MP template letter
– “The Guardian” article(s) & other media

• Technical / Operational
– Plant Passport easement
– Candidatus / prunus AD issue
– Additional Declaration tool update
– Mismatches & ALVS
– Hauliers – examples of Sevington issues
– Multidrop issue - 1CHED-PP – 1PC – 1 Delivery address
– Plant Health Information Service
– Large load derogation response

• Discussion / Q&A



Public Affairs
• Budget announcements & HTA briefing  

(https://hta.org.uk/policy/member-briefings) 
• 10 minute rule motion on peat
• Plants in Parliament
• Gardening & Horticulture Cross Party Group 

in Scotland
• MP visits
• Northern Ireland visit & Hort Working Group



Public Affairs – “Borders” Activity

• SPS (Plant Health) Agreement work
–Working with EU counterparts
–Draft documents including MP briefing
–What would we want?

• Joint FPC letter to Minister
https://hta.org.uk/news/

• MP template letter
https://hta.org.uk/policy/member-briefings



10 Solutions – part 1
1. Urgent border summit, cross-govt, with businesses 

establishing an action plan
2. Ownership & oversight within Govt, halt 

reductions in Defra borders teams
3. Deliver reset of EU relations with an SPS/plant 

health agreement based on mutual recognition
4. Remove barriers to CP system & expedite AOS 

scheme, acknowledging BCPs are not fit for 
purpose

5. Review commodity risk categorisation for current 
“high-risk” products, cut flowers & seeds



10 solutions – part 2
6. Urgent action on communications & access to 

IPAFFS by all parties – publication of borders 
data & real-time alerts

7. Improve P&D testing capability at border with 
on-site labs at key BCPs, improve test times

8. Confirm PP easement extension beyond June 
2025

9. Pause the CUC for 12 months & fully review the 
economic impact of the UK’s borders policy

10. Give future certainty via international 
engagement that the UK govt is open for trade 
and give reassurance border ops will improve



Media



Border operations
• Candidatus / prunus AD issue
• Additional Declaration tool update
• Mismatches & ALVS
• Hauliers – examples of Sevington issues
• Multidrop issue - 1CHED-PP – 1PC – 1 Delivery 

address



Latest Technical
• Winter legislation 

changes

• Plant Passport 
easement

• Plant Health 
Information Service

• Large load derogation 
response



Please use our website! 
www.hta.org.uk/policy



Further info: hta.org.uk/policy
policy@hta.org.uk

Thank you


