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UK CITES Authorities Our Work
(APHA CITES Team, CIT-B) 

• CITES UK Management Authority
We issue permits and certificates for the import, 

export and commercial use of CITES listed 
specimens. 

Register of captive breeding operations, Scientific 
Institutions, nurseries and caviar exporters or re-
packing operations

• Other work areas include, Ivory ban, Bird Registration, 
Zoo Licensing, and compliance.

UK Management Authority

Defra policy
APHA operational delivery and compliance

UK Scientific Authorities

UK Enforcement Authorities



What is CITES?  
• CITES is an international agreement to which 

countries adhere to voluntarily

• There are 185 signatories to the Convention, the 
latest being Turkmenistan in 2025

• The Convention (drafted 1963, agreed 1973, in force 
1975, UK became a party in 1976) covers roughly 
34,310 species of plants and 6,610 Animals. 

• EC Regulations 338/97 and 865/2006 (as 
incorporated in UK law as assimilated law) 

• Management Authority for British Indian Ocean 
Territories

https://cites.org/eng

Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora



What type of specimens are covered by CITES?



Degrees of protection – CITES species
CITES Appendices

Appendix I
• species threatened with extinction and for which trade 

is prohibited, and may only be authorised in 
exceptional circumstances

Appendix II
• species not immediately threatened with extinction, 

but which may become so unless trade is regulated, or

• look-alike species, which are similar in appearance to 
endangered species and are therefore included to 
facilitate a more effective control

Appendix III
• species subject to regulation within the territory of a 

CITES Party and for which the cooperation of other 
Parties is needed to prevent or restrict their 
exploitation

All species listed in Appendix I of CITES,
plus certain other species included because they meet 
additional EU/GB criteria for prohibition of tradeAnnex A

All the remaining species listed in Appendix II of CITES,

plus certain other species included because they 
meet additional EU/GB criteria for regulation of tradeAnnex B

Contains the Appendix III species that are not listed in 
Annex B.Annex C

List of species that does not have a CITES equivalent. 

Some species in App III for which the UK has a 
reservation.

Annex D

Imports can only take place with a CITES 
(re)-export and an import permit

GB Annexes

Imports can only take place with a CITES 
(re)-export and an import permit

Imports can take place with a CITES 
(re)-export document and an import notification

Imports can take place with an import notification



Is this specimen CITES-controlled? 
• Species in App II and III [Annex B-D] might be annotated to specify which parts or derivatives are controlled or 

not under CITES.

• The annotations are designated by a hashtag followed by a number after the species name.

2 types of annotations

• The Appendices require 
careful interpretation: 

CITES 
controlled

Not 
CITES 

controlled



Species+ website

The annotations (in red) and the notes (in green) will tell you 
whether any parts or derivatives of the plant are listed on 
CITES and require permits or not

If, after checking Species+, customers have doubts 
regarding possible exemptions:

Contact APHA CITES team 
wildlife.licensing@apha.gov.uk

EC Regulations 338/97  (as 
incorporated in UK law as 
assimilated law)



Importing CITES-listed plants into the UK (special procedure)
• Phytosanitary certificate in lieu of CITES 

export permit from country of origin
• UK import permit



Phytosanitary certificates in lieu of CITES export permits

What must be on the Phyto?

 Scientific name at the species 
level (exceptions apply)

 type and quantity of specimens

 bear a stamp, seal or other specific 
indication stating that ‘the 
specimens are artificially 
propagated as defined by CITES’.



Results of trade sector engagement

% increaseJune 23 - June 24June 22 - June 23

4225581477Applications

10992,754,173229,574Specimens

Positive results

• Education ahead of enforcement

• Consistencies in trade, enabling fair-trade amongst competitors in the 
market. 

• Ensuring accurate reporting to CITES secretariat 

• Ensuring legal acquisition and sustainability.

Increase in import applications for live plants

To take away



Delivery
2024 Stats:

61785 (62k) CITES permits issued

13677 (14K) applications received
 530 permits rejected

90% issued within target Jan-Dec (55% 
within 15 working days – April-
December)

678 Bird Registrations completed

Zoo Licensing:
 117 Nomination Requests from Local 

Authorities to conduct inspections
 17 Dispensation requests

Approx. 15,500 Emails and 10,000 
calls answered

We aim to have reached a decision on applications
within 30 days of receipt.

97% of our permits are issued within this 30-day 
target.

Our busy season runs from the spring through to the 
autumn months.

We have a total of 11 teams each focusing on different 
remits. One team dedicated to plants applications.



Permits

Holder’s copyOriginal Custom’s copy
Management 
Authority’s copy

(Re-)export permit 
from country of 
(re-)export

Imports
Retained by Border 
Force and returned to 
Management Authority

Must be kept 
by applicant or 
representative 
(proof of legal 
import into UK)

Retained by 
Border Force 
and returned to 
Management 
Authority

All, original and copies, need to be 
presented to Border Force and endorsed

at the time of entry/exit the UK

(UK CITES designated  ports - PoE)
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/trading-cites-listed-

specimens-through-uk-ports-and-airports#designated-poe



Applying for CITES import permits online
 Guidance videos: APHA - YouTube

 Online applications:
Apply for a CITES permit - GOV.UK

 Leaflets and pdf guidance: email 
wildlife.licensing@apha.gov.uk

3. CITES – Resources



Future CITES
• Modernise IT and permitting systems (e-permits)

• Continuous improvements to the CITES digital service

• Reviewing UK CITES legislation (including retained EU Law Bill)  

• Reviewing internal processes (including fees and charges, internal procedures) 

• UK Priorities for Plants, Standing Committee (February 2025) and CoP20 (November 2025, 
Uzbekistan). 



References
• Apply for a CITES permit - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

• Import plants and plant products from the EU to Great Britain - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
• Guidance videos – apply online for UK CITES permits and certificates: APHA - YouTube

• The CITES Publications | CITES: https://cites.org/eng/resources/publications.php

• CITES resources | Kew: https://www.kew.org/science/our-science/science-services/UK-CITES/cites-resources
• Species+ (speciesplus.net)

• Virtual College | CITES



UK CITES Management Authority
Email enquiries: wildlife.licensing@apha.gov.uk

Telephone: 0117 372 3700 

Online applications: Apply for CITES permits and certificates to move or trade 
endangered species - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Website: www.gov.uk/apha | Twitter: @APHAgovuk | Facebook: aphagov

Address: Centre for International Trade - Bristol
Horizon House, Deanery Rd, Bristol BS1 5AH


