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Through the UK's horticultural trade, the British public is fortunate to have access to a 

wealth of plant species. Most of these are harmless. However, there is a risk associated 

with a small number of plants grown in gardens, the wider landscape, or as houseplants, 

and even some that are grown for food. This guide has been produced to address that 

concern and to replace The Retailers Code of Practice for Potentially Harmful plants, 2nd 

Edition; Horticultural Trades Association; 2000. It sets out voluntary guidelines for the 

labelling of plants (including bulbs and seeds) which will ensure that the public is 

informed of potentially harmful plants at the point of purchase. For the first time the guide 

covers the risk to pets. 

The Horticultural Trades Association (HTA), working with poisonous plant scientists and 

toxicologists at the Veterinary Poisons Information Service, have reviewed the toxicity of 

plants sold through nurseries, garden centres and online retailers in the UK and have 

recommended labelling those plants which fulfil the following three conditions: 

• They have been identified as being a significant hazard to humans or pets1 (not 
livestock) 

• The toxic parts of the plant are available or produced in the UK 

• The symptoms following ingestion and/or contact can be serious (skin allergies are 

included, but respiratory and food allergies are not). 
 

Plants are labelled in three categories - A, B and C - according to the severity of the hazard; 

less widely available plants have been separated into a Specialist List with categories B 

and C. With the exception of those in category A, the plants in this guide are perfectly safe 

to purchase as long as the warnings are heeded. However, it is recommended that they 

are placed or planted where small children and pets are unlikely to have access to brush 

against or eat them. There are in addition standard labels for loose and pre-packaged 

ornamental bulbs, and plants with ornamental fruit; while these are considered to have 

low toxicity, a large ingestion may result in mild symptoms, and bulbs can pose a choking 

or gastrointestinal obstruction hazard to pets. 

While a majority of retailers endeavour to label the plants that they sell, labelling is 

voluntary. It will also take time for the recommended labels to be adopted while old stock 

is being used up; a sell-through period reduces plastic waste. The public can download the 

full list of plants at any time from https://hta.org.uk/poisonousplants  

The Guide is also available to HTA members in Excel format. 

 

 

1 Pets covered: dogs, cats, rabbits, rodents, tortoises, caged birds, poultry. Where a particular pet is mentioned 
in the HTA Guide this indicates that type of pet has been adversely affected by a plant; it does not mean that 
other types of pet will not be affected if they eat or rub against the plant. 

https://hta.org.uk/poisonousplants
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HTA Guide to Potentially Harmful Plants, 3rd Edition (2022) - By Category 

Scientific name Common names 
Label wording for growing plants 

and bare roots 

Label wording for loose or 

packaged bulbs/corms/etc. 
Humans and/or Pets 

Category A  

Toxicodendron poison ivy 
Humans: CAUTION Skin allergen causing 

severe dermatitis; Poisonous if eaten 
  Humans 

 

Category B  

Aconitum 
monkshood, wolfsbane, aconite, helmet 

flower 

Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; avoid skin 

contact 
  Humans / Pets 

Allium sativum* garlic 
Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Skin 

irritant/allergen 

Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Skin 

irritant/allergen 
Humans / Pets 

Allium*, edible varieties, except A. sativum, 

garlic 
onion, leeks, chives, ramsons, wild garlic Pets: TOXIC if eaten Pets: TOXIC if eaten Pets 

Allium*, ornamental species ornamental onion Pets: TOXIC if eaten 
Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Ornamental 

bulbs - not to be eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Alocasia giant elephant's ear, giant taro Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; skin/eye irritant Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; skin/eye irritant Humans / Pets 

Anticlea (syn. Zigadenus, some spp.) death camas Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Arum 
cuckoo pint, Italian lords-and-ladies, lords-

and-ladies 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; skin/eye irritant Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; skin/eye irritant Humans / Pets 

Asarum asarabacca Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten Humans / Pets 

Brugmansia angel's trumpet, tree datura 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; skin irritant; 

avoid eye contact 
  Humans / Pets 

Brunfelsia 
yesterday, today and tomorrow, lady of the 

night 
Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Bulbocodium see Colchicum         

Colchicum (syn. Bulbocodium, Merendera)  
autumn crocus, meadow saffron, naked 

ladies/lady 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten Humans / Pets 

Convallaria lily-of-the-valley Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Cucumis sativus, bitter varieties cucumber Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Pets 

Cucurbita lagenaria see Lagenaria         

Cucurbita*, ornamental varieties squash 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; fruit intended 

for decoration only 
  Humans / Pets 

Cycas sago cycad 
Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Harmful if 

eaten; skin irritant 
  Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Daphne 
spurge laurel, wood laurel, copse laurel, 

mezereon 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; skin irritant   Humans / Pets 

Datura thornapple, jimsonweed 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; skin irritant; 

avoid eye contact 
  Humans / Pets 

Dictamnus burning bush, gas plant, dittany, fraxinella Humans/Pets: TOXIC to skin with sunlight   Humans / Pets 

Dieffenbachia dumbcane, leopard lily Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; skin/eye irritant   Humans / Pets 

Digitalis foxglove Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Pets 



 

© The Horticultural Trades Association 2022. A company registered by guarantee. Registered in London: No. 169606.  4 

 

 

HTA Guide to Potentially Harmful Plants, 3rd Edition (2022) - By Category (Cont.) 

Scientific name Common names 
Label wording for growing plants 

and bare roots 

Label wording for loose or 

packaged bulbs/corms/etc. 
Humans and/or Pets 

Category B  (cont.) 

Euphorbia (syn. Pedilanthus), except E. 

pulcherrima, poinsettia 

spurge, zig-zag plant, resin spurge, pencil 

tree, pencil cactus, African milkbush, 

avelós, crown of thorns, redbird cactus, 

slipper cactus, slipper spurge, poinsettia 

Humans/Pets: IRRITANT to skin/eye; harmful if 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Ginkgo biloba ginkgo, maidenhair tree 
Pets: Seeds TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Seeds 

harmful if eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Gloriosa glory lily, flame lily Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten Humans / Dogs 

Hemerocallis daylily Cats: TOXIC if eaten   Cats 

Heracleum hogweed Humans/Pets: TOXIC to skin with sunlight   Humans / Dogs, Poultry 

Humulus lupulus hop, hops 
Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Skin 

irritant/allergen 
  Humans / Dogs 

Lagenaria* (syn. Cucurbita lagenaria), 

ornamental varieties 
bottle gourd, calabash 

Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; fruit intended 

for decoration only 
  Humans / Pets 

Lilium lily, Easter lily, tiger lily Cats: TOXIC if eaten 
Cats: TOXIC if eaten; Humans/Pets: 

Ornamental bulbs - not to be eaten 
Humans / Cats 

Lupinus lupin Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Tortoises 

Melanthium see Veratrum         

Merendera see Colchicum         

Nerium oleander oleander, rose bay, rose laurel 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; smoke from 

burning is harmful 
  Humans / Pets 

Oenanthe crocata, O. aquatica (syn. O. 

phellandrium), O. fistulosa, and O. silaifolia 
water dropwort, hemlock water dropwort Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Ornithogalum; also see Albuca 
star-of-Bethlehem, chincherinchee, wonder 

flower 
Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Harmful if eaten Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Harmful if eaten Humans / Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Rodents 

Pedilanthus see Euphorbia         

Phytolacca 
pokeweed, pokeroot, pokeberry, inkweed, 

inkberry, pigeonberry 
Humans: TOXIC if eaten; Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Polygonatum Solomon's seal Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Primula obconica*, except primin-free cultivars German primula, poison primula Humans: CAUTION skin allergen   Humans 

Ricinus communis castor oil plant, caster bean, palma Christi Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Ruta 
rue, garden rue, herb of grace, Jackman’s 

blue 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC to skin with sunlight   Humans / Dogs 

Taxus yew Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Veratrum (syn. Melanthium) false hellebore, false helleborine Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Zigadenus see Anticlea and Toxicoscordon         
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HTA Guide to Potentially Harmful Plants, 3rd Edition (2022) - By Category (Cont.) 

Scientific name Common names 
Label wording for growing plants 

and bare roots 

Label wording for loose or 

packaged bulbs/corms/etc. 
Humans and/or Pets 

Category C 

Acaena, varieties with burr seed-heads New Zealand bur/burr Pets: Burrs can irritate skin   Dogs 

Actaea (syn. Cimicifuga) baneberry, herb Christopher Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans 

Adenium 
desert rose, impala lily, kudu lily, mock 

azalea, sabi star 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Aesculus horse chestnut, conker tree, buckeye Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Agapanthus agapanthus, African lily Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Agave (syn. Polianthes) agave Humans: Skin irritant; Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Aglaonema Chinese evergreen 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Agrostemma githago (syn. Lychnis githago) corncockle Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Poultry 

Aloe aloe, cape aloe, aloe vera Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats, Rabbits 

Alstroemeria 
lily of the Incas, Peruvian lily, St Martin’s 

flower 
Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Anthriscus sylvestris cow parsley, wild chervil Humans/Pets: Harmful to skin with sunlight   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Anthurium 
flamingo flower, painter’s palette, pigtail 

plant, tailflower 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Apium graveolens celery, celeriac Humans: Harmful to skin with sunlight   Humans 

Arachis hypogaea 
peanut, groundnut, monkey nut, earthnut, 

jack nut 

[Seed packets only] Humans/Pets: Seeds from 

this packet are not edible 
  Humans / Pets 

Arisaema cobra-lily, Jack-in-the-pulpit, snail flower 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
Humans / Pets 

Arisarum mouse plant, mousetail plant 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
Humans / Pets 

Asclepias milkweed Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans 

Asparagus 
asparagus fern, climbing asparagus, foxtail 

fern, garden asparagus 
Humans: Skin allergen; fruits harmful if eaten   Humans 

Azalea see Rhododendron         

Brassaia see Schefflera         

Brassica nigra, B. juncea   
black mustard, Indian mustard, brown 

mustard 
Humans: Skin irritant/allergen   Humans 

Bryophyllum see Kalanchoe blossfeldiana         

Buxus box, boxwood Pets: Harmful if eaten   Dogs 

Caladium angel’s wings, elephant’s ears 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
Humans / Pets 



 

© The Horticultural Trades Association 2022. A company registered by guarantee. Registered in London: No. 169606.  6 

 

HTA Guide to Potentially Harmful Plants, 3rd Edition (2022) - By Category (Cont.) 

Scientific name Common names 
Label wording for growing plants 

and bare roots 

Label wording for loose or 

packaged bulbs/corms/etc. 
Humans and/or Pets 

Category C (cont.) 

Calla hort. see Zantedeschia         

Calycanthus Carolina allspice Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Capsicum, except sweet varieties chilli pepper, chillies, ornamental pepper Humans/Pets: Irritant if eaten; skin/eye irritant   Humans / Pets 

Cerasus see Prunus         

Ceratocephala see Ranunculus         

Chelidonium greater celandine 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Chrysanthemum (syn. Dendranthema) 
pot mum, chrysanthemum, florists’ 

chyrsanthemum 
Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Cimicifuga see Actaea         

Citrus, varieties bearing lemons or limes lemon, lime, bergamot orange 
Humans: Fruit harmful to skin with 

sunlight/skin allergen 
  Humans 

Clematis traveller's joy, old man's beard Humans: Skin irritant; Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Rabbits 

Colocasia 
cocoyam, dasheen, eddo, elephant’s ears, 

taro 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
Humans / Pets 

Consolida see Delphinium         

Cucurbita lagenaria see Lagenaria         

Cucurbita*, edible varieties courgette, zucchini, pumpkin, squash 
Humans/Pets: If crop is bitter, don't eat or 

feed to pets 
  Humans / Pets 

Cymbidium   Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Cypripedium lady's slipper orchid Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Cytisus (syn. Sarothamnus) broom, Scotch broom Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Cytisus laburnum see Laburnum         

Delphinium (syn. Consolida) delphinium, larkspur Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Dendranthema see Chrysanthemum         

Dianthus carnation, sweet William Humans/Pets: Skin allergen   Humans / Pets 

Dimorphotheca, see Osteospermum         

Dracaena (syn. Sansevieria) 
dracaena, dragon tree, ribbon dracaena, 

lucky bamboo, corn plant; snake plant 
Pets: Harmful if eaten   Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Rodents 

Dracunculus dragon arum 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
Humans / Pets 

Echium viper's bugloss, Paterson's curse Humans: Skin irritant   Humans 

Endymion see Hyacinthoides         
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HTA Guide to Potentially Harmful Plants, 3rd Edition (2022) - By Category (Cont.) 

Scientific name Common names 
Label wording for growing plants 

and bare roots 

Label wording for loose or 

packaged bulbs/corms/etc. 
Humans and/or Pets 

Category C (cont.) 

Epipremnum (syn. Pothos aureus, 

Rhaphidophora aurea, Scindapsus aureus) 
Devil’s ivy, golden pothos, money plant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Eranthis winter aconite Pets: Harmful if eaten Pets: Harmful if eaten Pets 

Euonymus spindle, spindle tree Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Fagus beech Pets: Harmful if eaten   Dogs 

Ficaria see Ranunculus         

Ficus benjamina* 
weeping fig, Benjamin tree, small-leaved 

rubber plant 
Humans/Pets: Skin allergen; harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Ficus carica* fig Humans/Pets: Harmful to skin with sunlight   Humans / Pets 

Ficus*, except F. benjamina, F. carica, and F. 

elastica 
  Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Frangula alder buckthorn, black dogwood Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Fremontodendron (syn. Fremontia) California beauty, flannel bush Humans/Pets: Skin/eye irritant   Humans / Pets 

Galanthus snowdrop Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Gelsemium 

false yellow jasmine, Carolina 

jessamine,evening trumpet flower, 

heartbreak grass 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Poultry 

Gladiolus gladiolus Pets: Harmful if eaten 
Pets: Harmful if eaten; Humans: Ornamental 

bulbs - not to be eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Grevillea spider flower Humans/Pets: Skin irritant/allergen   Humans / Dogs 

Hedera ivy 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin 

irritant/allergen 
  Humans / Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Rodents 

Heliotropium heliotrope, hathisunda Pets: Harmful if eaten repeatedly   Pets 

Helleborus hellebore, bear's foot, Christmas rose Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin irritant   Humans / Pets 

Hippeastrum amaryllis Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Hyacinthoides (syn. Endymion, Scilla 

campanulata, S. italica, S. non-scripta, S. 

nutans) 

bluebell, Spanish bluebell Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans / Dogs, Cats, Rabbits 

Hyacinthus hyacinth Humans: Skin irritant 
Humans: Skin irritant; Humans/Pets: 

Ornamental bulbs - not to be eaten  
Humans / Pets 

Hydrangea hydrangea Humans: Skin allergen; Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Ipomoea (syn. Turbina), except I. batatas, 

sweet potato 

morning glory; ololiuqui, Christmas vine; 

moita de calango 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Iris iris, gladdon, stinking iris, yellow flag Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans / Pets 

Isotoma axillaris see Lithotoma axillaris          

Juniperus communis* juniper Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 
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HTA Guide to Potentially Harmful Plants, 3rd Edition (2022) - By Category (Cont.) 

Scientific name Common names 
Label wording for growing plants 

and bare roots 

Label wording for loose or 

packaged bulbs/corms/etc. 
Humans and/or Pets 

Category C (cont.) 

Juniperus*, except J. communis savin Humans: Harmful if eaten; skin allergen   Humans 

Kalanchoe blossfeldiana (syn. Bryophyllum) kalanchoe, flaming Katy Pets: Harmful if eaten   Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Rodents, Caged birds 

Kalmia 

trailing azalea, sheep laurel, bog laurel, 

mountain laurel, American laurel, calico 

bush 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Tortoises 

Laburnum (syn. Cytisus laburnum) laburnum, golden chain, golden rain  Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Rabbits, Rodents 

Lagenaria* (syn. Cucurbita lagenaria), edible 

varieties 
bottle gourd, calabash 

Humans/Pets: If crop is bitter, don't eat or 

feed to pets 
  Humans / Pets 

Lantana lantana, shrub verbena, yellow sage Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Rabbits, Rodents 

Lathyrus*, except L. sativus sweet pea, everlasting-pea Humans/Pets: Pods and seeds are not edible   Humans / Pets 

Laurentia axiallaris see Lithotoma axillaris         

Laurocerasus see Prunus         

Ledum see Rhododendron         

Ligustrum privet Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Lithotoma axillaris (syn. Isotoma axillaris, 

Laurentia axiallaris) 
blue star Humans: Skin irritant   Humans 

Lobelia, except L. erinus cardinal flower, lobelia Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin irritant   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Lychnis githago see Agrostemma githago         

Lysichiton skunk cabbage 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Mentha pulegium pennyroyal Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans 

Menziesia see Rhododendron         

Mercurialis dog's mercury Pets: Harmful if eaten   Dogs 

Mirabilis 
marvel of Peru, four o’clock plant, false 

jalap 
Humans: Harmful if eaten Humans: Harmful if eaten Humans 

Monstera 
cheese plant, Swiss cheese plant, Mexican 

breadfruit 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Nandina domestica sacred bamboo, heavenly bamboo Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Poultry 

Narcissus daffodil, jonquil, Lent lily Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin irritant Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin irritant Humans / Dogs, Cats, Tortoises 

Nicotiana tobacco plant 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; avoid skin 

contact 
  Humans / Dogs 

Opuntia prickly pear, cactus apple, bunny ears Humans/Pets: Skin/eye irritant   Humans / Dogs 

Osteospermum (syn. Dimorphotheca, some 

spp.) 
Cape daisy, African daisy Pets: Harmful if eaten   Rabbits, Rodents 

Paeonia peony Pets: Skin irritant   Dogs, Cats 
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HTA Guide to Potentially Harmful Plants, 3rd Edition (2022) - By Category (Cont.) 

Scientific name Common names 
Label wording for growing plants 

and bare roots 

Label wording for loose or 

packaged bulbs/corms/etc. 
Humans and/or Pets 

Category C (cont.) 

Papaver somniferum poppy, opium poppy Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Parthenocissus Virginia creeper, Boston ivy Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin irritant   Humans / Pets 

Pastinaca sativa parsnip Humans/Pets: Harmful to skin with sunlight   Humans / Dogs 

Phacelia phacelia, fiddleneck, woolly blue curls Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Phaseolus 
kidney bean, navy bean, French bean, 

climbing bean, runner bean 

Humans/Pets: Raw pods/beans harmful if 

eaten 
  Humans / Dogs 

Philodendron 
blushing philodendron, heart leaf, 

sweetheart plant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant/allergen 
  Humans / Pets 

Physalis alkekengi Chinese lantern 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten, except ripe 

fruit 
  Humans / Dogs 

Pieris pieris Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   
Humans / Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Rodents, 

Tortoises 

Plumbago leadwort, Cape plumbago, Ceylon leadwort Humans/Pets: Skin irritant   Humans / Pets 

Podophyllum (syn. Sinopodophyllum) 
mayapple, American mandrake, Himalayan 

mayapple, Indian mayapple 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Polianthes see Agave         

Pothos aureus see Epipremnum         

Primula auricula* auricula; primrose; polyanthus Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Prunus (syn. Cerasus, Laurocerasus, Pygeum), 

varieties bearing ornamental fruit 

cherry laurel, laurel, Portugal laurel, sloe, 

apricot 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Rabbits, Rodents 

Pygeum see Prunus         

Quercus oak Pets: Harmful if eaten   Dogs 

Ranunculus (syn. Ceratocephala, Ficaria) 
buttercup, crowfoot, celandine, spearwort, 

beakwort 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin irritant Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin irritant Humans / Pets 

Rhamnus buckthorn Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Rhaphidophora aurea see Epipremnum         

Rheum x hybridum* rhubarb 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten, except cooked 

leaf stalks 
  Humans / Pets 

Rheum*, except R. x hybridum Chinese rhubarb, da huang Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Rhododendron (syn. Azalea, Ledum, Menziesia) 
rhododendron, pontic rhododendron, 

azalea, Labrador tea  
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Tortoises 

Rhoeo see Tradescantia         

Robinia 
false acacia, black locust, common acacia, 

locust tree 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin irritant   Humans / Pets 

Rosmarinus see Salvia rosmarinus          
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HTA Guide to Potentially Harmful Plants, 3rd Edition (2022) - By Category (Cont.) 

Scientific name Common names 
Label wording for growing plants 

and bare roots 

Label wording for loose or 

packaged bulbs/corms/etc. 
Humans and/or Pets 

Category C (cont.) 

Rumex dock, sorrel 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten in large 

amounts 
  Humans / Pets 

Salvia rosmarinus* (syn. Rosmarinus) rosemary Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Sambucus nigra* elder, elderberry 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; fruit/flowers 

edible if cooked 
  Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Sambucus*, except S. nigra elder, danewort Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Sansevieria see Dracaena         

Sarothamnus see Cytisus         

Sauromatum voodoo lily 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
Humans / Pets 

Schefflera (syn. Brassaia) umbrella plant, umbrella tree Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Scindapsus aureus see Epipremnum         

Setcreasea see Tradescantia         

Sinapis alba white mustard Humans: Skin irritant/allergen   Humans 

Sinopodophyllum see Podophyllum         

Solanum dulcamara see Solanum, ornamental 

species 
bittersweet, woody nightshade       

Solanum nigrum* black nightshade, garden nightshade? Pets: Harmful if eaten   Dogs 

Solanum pseudocapsicum (syn. S. 

capsicastrum) see Solanum, ornamental 

species 

        

Solanum tuberosum* potato 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten, except potato 

crop 

[Loose or packaged seed potatoes] 

Humans/Pets: Seed potatoes and plants - 

Harmful if eaten 

Humans / Dogs 

Solanum*, ornamental species (including S. 

pseudocapsicum (syn. S. capsicastrum) and S. 

dulcamara) 

Chilean potato tree, kangaroo apple, 

nightshade, potato vine; Christmas cherry, 

Jerusalem cherry, winter cherry 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Sophora sophora, kowhai, necklace pod Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Spartium Spanish broom Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Spathiphyllum peace lily 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Symphoricarpos snowberry Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans 

Symphytum comfrey Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten repeatedly   Humans / Rabbits, Rodents 

Syngonium arrowhead vine, nephthytis 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Tagetes minuta African marigold, French marigold Humans: Skin irritant/allergen   Humans 
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HTA Guide to Potentially Harmful Plants, 3rd Edition (2022) - By Category (Cont.) 

Scientific name Common names 
Label wording for growing plants 

and bare roots 

Label wording for loose or 

packaged bulbs/corms/etc. 
Humans and/or Pets 

Category C (cont.) 

Teucrium germander Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans 

Thermopsis false lupin, buffalo pea, golden banner Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Thuja 
western red cedar, northern white cedar, 

white cedar, Chinese cedar 
Humans: Harmful if eaten; skin allergen   Humans 

Tradescantia (syn. Rhoeo, Setcreasea, Zebrina) 
tradescantia, spiderwort, inch plant, 

moses-in-a-boat 
Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Tropaeolum majus nasturtium Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Tulipa tulip Humans: Harmful if eaten; skin allergen 
Humans: Harmful if eaten; skin allergen; Pets: 

Ornamental bulbs - not to be eaten  
Humans / Pets 

Turbina see Ipomoea         

Urtica nettle 
Humans: Skin irritant; Pets: Harmful if eaten 

and via skin; skin/eye irritant 
  Humans / Dogs 

Viscum album mistletoe Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Vitis, whether fruit are edible or ornamental grapevine Dogs: Harmful if eaten   Dogs 

Wisteria wisteria Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Pets 

x Cupressocyparis leylandii see x 

Hesperotropsis leylandii 
        

x Cuprocyparis leylandii see x Hesperotropsis 

leylandii 
        

x Hesperotropsis leylandii (syn. x 

Cupressocyparis leylandii, x Cuprocyparis 

leylandii) 

Leyland cypress Humans/Pets: Skin allergen   Humans / Dogs 

Yucca yucca Pets: Harmful if eaten; Humans: Skin allergen   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Zamioculcas 
fern arum, emerald palm, zamia, Zanzibar 

gem, ZZ  

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
Humans / Pets 

Zantedeschia (syn. Calla hort.) arum lily, calla lily, florists’ calla 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
Humans / Pets 

Zebrina see Tradescantia         

 

Scientific name Common names 
Label wording for growing plants 

and bare roots 

Label wording for loose or 

packaged bulbs/corms/etc. 
Humans and/or Pets 

Specialist List Category B 

Abrus precatorius 

rosary pea, jequirity seeds, coral bean, 

crab’s eyes, lucky beans, paternoster 

beans, prayer bean 

Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Aristolochia 
birthwort, Dutchman's pipe, pipevine, 

guang fang ji 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten Humans / Dogs 
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HTA Guide to Potentially Harmful Plants, 3rd Edition (2022) - By Category (Cont.) 

Scientific name Common names 
Label wording for growing plants 

and bare roots 

Label wording for loose or 

packaged bulbs/corms/etc. 
Humans and/or Pets 

Specialist List Category B (cont.) 

Atropa deadly nightshade, belladonna, dwale 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; avoid eye 

contact 
  Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Cascabela (syn. Thevetia) yellow oleander Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; skin irritant   Humans / Dogs, Rabbits, Rodents, Poultry 

Cerbera odollam tree, pong-pong, suicide tree Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Citrullus colocynthis colocynth, bitter apple, watermelon Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Coriaria 
coriaria, tanner's bush, redoul, tutu, ma 

sang 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Rabbits, Poultry 

Corynocarpus karaka Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Cynanchum vincetoxicum see Vincetoxicum 

hirundinaria 
        

Dioscorea (syn. Tamus) black bryony, yam Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; skin irritant Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; skin irritant Humans / Dogs 

Duranta golden dewdrop, pigeonberry Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats, Caged birds 

Ecballium elaterium squirting cucumber 
Humans/Pets: IRRITANT to skin/eye; harmful if 

eaten 
  Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Hyoscyamus henbane Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Illicium, except I. verum Japanese star anise, shikimi Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Karwinskia humboldtiana coyotillo Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Macrozamia   Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Mandragora mandrake Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Melia azedarach chinaberry, Chinese neem Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Momordica*, edible varieties balsam pear, bitter melon, karela 
Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Don't eat crop if 

bitter 
  Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Momordica*, ornamental varieties balsam pear, bitter melon, karela 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; fruit intended 

for decoration only 
  Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Persea americana avocado 
Rabbits: Leaves TOXIC if eaten; Pets: Fruit 

harmful if eaten repeatedly 
  Rabbits, Pets, Caged birds 

Scopolia scopolia, Russian belladonna Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Solandra chalice vine, trumpet flower, cup of gold Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Tamus see Dioscorea         

Thevetia see Cascabela         

Toxicoscordon (syn. Zigadenus, some spp. ) death camas Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Vincetoxicum hirundinaria (syn. Cynanchum 

vincetoxicum) 
swallow-wort Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Cats 

Zamia camotillo Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 
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HTA Guide to Potentially Harmful Plants, 3rd Edition (2022) - By Category (Cont.) 

Scientific name Common names 
Label wording for growing plants 

and bare roots 

Label wording for loose or 

packaged bulbs/corms/etc. 
Humans and/or Pets 

Specialist List Category C 

+ Laburnocytisus 'Adamii' Adam's laburnum, broom laburnum Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Acokanthera 
bushman's poison; poison bush, 

wintersweet 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Ailanthus tree of heaven Humans/Pets: Skin irritant   Humans / Dogs 

Albuca (syn. Ornithogalum, some spp.)   Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin irritant Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin irritant Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Allamanda allamanda, golden trumpet 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Amorphophallus titan arum, elephant root 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
Humans / Pets 

Argyreia nervosa Hawaiian baby woodrose Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Arnica arnica, mountain tobacco Humans: Harmful if eaten; skin allergen   Humans 

Bowiea volubilis climbing onion Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans / Dogs 

Bryonia 
white bryony, red bryony, English 

mandrake 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Calla palustris bog arum, water arum 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Calomeria amaranthoides amaranth feathers, incense plant Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Caryota fish-tail palm Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin irritant   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Celastrus oriental bittersweet, staff vine Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Cestrum 
cestrum, inkberry, coerana, jessamine, lady 

of the night 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Charybdis see Drimia         

Coronilla varia (syn. Securigera varia) crown vetch Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Drimia (syn. Charybdis, Squilla, Urginea) 
squill, sea squill, red squill, white squill, 

Indian squill, sea onion 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans / Dogs 

Echinocactus williamsii see Lophophora 

williamsii  
        

Encephalartos breadpalm Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Gymnocladus dioicus Kentucky coffee tree Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Hakea needlebush Humans/Pets: Skin irritant/allergen   Humans / Dogs 

Homeria see Moraea         

Jatropha 
purging nut, jicamilla, coral plant, Barbados 

nut, physic nut 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Lathyrus sativus* grass pea, chickling vetch Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans 
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HTA Guide to Potentially Harmful Plants, 3rd Edition (2022) - By Category (Cont.) 

Scientific name Common names 
Label wording for growing plants 

and bare roots 

Label wording for loose or 

packaged bulbs/corms/etc. 
Humans and/or Pets 

Specialist List Category C (cont.) 

Lophophora williamsii (syn. Echinocactus 

williamsii) 
peyote, mescal buttons, dumpling cactus Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Luffa loofah 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten, except young 

fruit; don't eat if bitter 
  Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Macadamia macadamia Dogs: Nuts harmful if eaten   Dogs 

Moraea (syn. Homeria) Cape tulip, homeria, butterfly iris, tulip Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans / Pets 

Oncidium   Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Paris herb Paris Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans 

Pistia stratiotes water lettuce 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Plumeria frangipani 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Polyscias dinner plate aralia Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Rhaphidophora (syn. Raphidophora) shingle plant 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Rivina bloodberry Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Salvia divinorum* divine sage Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Scindapsus satin pothos 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Securigera varia see Coronilla varia         

Sophora japonica see Styphnolobium 

japonicum 
        

Sparrmannia African hemp Humans/Pets: Skin irritant   Humans / Dogs 

Squilla see Drimia         

Strophanthus kombe Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans 

Styphnolobium japonicum (syn. Sophora 

japonica) 
pagoda tree, Chinese scholar tree Pets: Harmful if eaten   Dogs 

Tabernaemontana  
crape or crepe jasmine, East Indian 

rosebay, pinwheel flower 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Typhonium dwarf voodoo lily 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
Humans / Pets 

Urginea see Drimia         

Xanthosoma blue taro, Indian kale, yautia 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
Humans / Pets 

Amaryllis belladonna belladonna lily, Jersey lily   
Humans/Pets: Ornamental bulbs - not to be 

eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Atamasco see Zephyranthes 
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HTA Guide to Potentially Harmful Plants, 3rd Edition (2022) - By Category (Cont.) 

Scientific name Common names 
Label wording for growing plants 

and bare roots 

Label wording for loose or 

packaged bulbs/corms/etc. 
Humans and/or Pets 

Ornamental bulbs standard label (this list is not comprehensive) (cont.) 

Begonia begonia   
Humans/Pets: Ornamental bulbs - not to be 

eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Camassia     
Humans/Pets: Ornamental bulbs - not to be 

eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Chionodoxa see Scilla         

Cooperia see Zephyranthes         

Crinum cape lily, crinum, poison bulb   
Humans/Pets: Ornamental bulbs - not to be 

eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Crocus crocus, saffron   
Humans/Pets: Ornamental bulbs - not to be 

eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Cyclamen, varieties with tubers cyclamen, sowbread   
Humans/Pets: Ornamental bulbs - not to be 

eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Erythronium dog tooth violet, adder's tongue, fawn lily   
Humans/Pets: Ornamental bulbs - not to be 

eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Fritillaria fritillary, snakeshead lily   
Humans/Pets: Ornamental bulbs - not to be 

eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Habranthus see Zephyranthes         

Haemanthus blood lily, Cape tulip   
Humans/Pets: Ornamental bulbs - not to be 

eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Hymenocallis spider lily   
Humans/Pets: Ornamental bulbs - not to be 

eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Leucojum snowflake   
Humans/Pets: Ornamental bulbs - not to be 

eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Lycoris red spider lily   
Humans/Pets: Ornamental bulbs - not to be 

eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Muscari grape hyacinth   
Humans/Pets: Ornamental bulbs - not to be 

eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Nerine Guernsey lily, nerine, spider lily   
Humans/Pets: Ornamental bulbs - not to be 

eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Pancratium sea daffodil   
Humans/Pets: Ornamental bulbs - not to be 

eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Rhodophiala rosea see Zephyranthes         

Romulea     
Humans/Pets: Ornamental bulbs - not to be 

eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Scadoxus blood lily   
Humans/Pets: Ornamental bulbs - not to be 

eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Scilla (syn. Chionodoxa); also see 

Hyacinthoides 

scilla, alpine or two-leaf squill, autumn 

squill, spring squill 
  

Humans/Pets: Ornamental bulbs - not to be 

eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Sternbergia winter daffodil   
Humans/Pets: Ornamental bulbs - not to be 

eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Zephyranthes (syn. Atamasco, Cooperia, 

Habranthus, Rhodophiala rosea) 
zephyr lily   

Humans/Pets: Ornamental bulbs - not to be 

eaten 
Humans / Pets 
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Scientific name Common names 
Label wording for growing plants 

and bare roots 

Label wording for loose or 

packaged bulbs/corms/etc. 
Humans and/or Pets 

Ornamental fruit standard label (this list is not comprehensive) (only applies to plants with ornamental fruit/berries and not sold for edible fruit)  

Amelanchier serviceberry, Juneberry, saskatoon 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Ampelopsis spp.   
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Arbutus strawberry tree 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Arctostaphylos bearberry 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Ardisia coral berry 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Aronia chokeberry 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Aucuba Japanese laurel, spotted laurel 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Berberis (syn. Mahonia) barberry, Oregon grape, mahonia 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Callicarpa callicarpa, beauty berry 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Chaenomeles ornamental quince 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Chlerodendrum glory bower 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Cotoneaster cotoneaster 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Crataegus hawthorn 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Cydonia oblonga quince 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Dianella   
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Empetrum nigrum crowberry 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Eriobotrya japonica loquat, Japanese medlar 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Fagara see Zanthoxylum         

Fatsia false castor oil plant 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Fragaria strawberry 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Fuchsia fuchsia 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Gaultheria section Pernettya (syn. Pernettya) pernettya, prickly heath 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Heteromeles see Photinia         

Hypericum tutsan 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Ilex holly, American holly 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 
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Scientific name Common names 
Label wording for growing plants 

and bare roots 

Label wording for loose or 

packaged bulbs/corms/etc. 
Humans and/or Pets 

Ornamental fruit standard label (this list is not comprehensive) (only applies to plants with ornamental fruit/berries and not sold for edible fruit) (cont.) 

Laurus nobilis, female plants laurel, bay, bay laurel, true laurel 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Leycesteria formosa flowering nutmeg 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Lonicera, except L. caerulea honeysuckle, woodbine, honeyberry 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Mahonia see Berberis         

Maianthemum May lily 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Malus crab apple, apple 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Passiflora passion flower, passion fruit 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Pernettya see Gaultheria section Pernettya         

Photinia (syn. Heteromeles) Christmas berry, California holly 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Potentilla Indian or yellow-flowered strawberry 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Pyracantha firethorn 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Pyrus pear 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Rhodotypos scandens black jetbead 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Rosa rose, briar 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Ruscus aculeatus butcher's broom 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Sarcococca sweet box 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Schinus Brazilian pepper tree, California peppertree 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Skimmia skimmia 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Sorbus rowan, whitebeam, mountain ash 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Vaccinium bilberry, cranberry, cowberry 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Viburnum laurustinus 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Xanthoxylum see Zanthoxylum         

Zanthoxylum (syn. Fagara, Xanthoxylum) Sichuan pepper 
Humans/Pets: Fruit are ornamental - not to be 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

* following a plant name in the list means that more than one label applies to the genus. 
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Scientific name Common names 
Label wording for growing plants 

and bare roots 

Label wording for loose or 

packaged bulbs/corms/etc. 
Humans and/or Pets 

+ Laburnocytisus 'Adamii' Adam's laburnum, broom laburnum Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Abrus precatorius 

rosary pea, jequirity seeds, coral bean, 

crab’s eyes, lucky beans, paternoster 

beans, prayer bean 

Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Acaena, varieties with burr seed-heads New Zealand bur/burr Pets: Burrs can irritate skin   Dogs 

Acokanthera 
bushman's poison; poison bush, 

wintersweet 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Aconitum 
monkshood, wolfsbane, aconite, helmet 

flower 

Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; avoid skin 

contact 
  Humans / Pets 

Actaea (syn. Cimicifuga) baneberry, herb Christopher Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans 

Adenium 
desert rose, impala lily, kudu lily, mock 

azalea, sabi star 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Aesculus horse chestnut, conker tree, buckeye Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Agapanthus agapanthus, African lily Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Agave (syn. Polianthes) agave Humans: Skin irritant; Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Aglaonema Chinese evergreen 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Agrostemma githago (syn. Lychnis githago) corncockle Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Poultry 

Ailanthus tree of heaven Humans/Pets: Skin irritant   Humans / Dogs 

Albuca (syn. Ornithogalum, some spp.)   Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin irritant Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin irritant Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Allamanda allamanda, golden trumpet 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Allium sativum* garlic 
Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Skin 

irritant/allergen 

Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Skin 

irritant/allergen 
Humans / Pets 

Allium*, edible varieties, except A. sativum, 

garlic 
onion, leeks, chives, ramsons, wild garlic Pets: TOXIC if eaten Pets: TOXIC if eaten Pets 

Allium*, ornamental species ornamental onion Pets: TOXIC if eaten 
Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Ornamental 

bulbs - not to be eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Alocasia giant elephant's ear, giant taro Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; skin/eye irritant Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; skin/eye irritant Humans / Pets 

Aloe aloe, cape aloe, aloe vera Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats, Rabbits 

Alstroemeria 
lily of the Incas, Peruvian lily, St Martin’s 

flower 
Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Amorphophallus titan arum, elephant root 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
Humans / Pets 

Anthriscus sylvestris cow parsley, wild chervil Humans/Pets: Harmful to skin with sunlight   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Anthurium 
flamingo flower, painter’s palette, pigtail 

plant, tailflower 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Anticlea (syn. Zigadenus, some spp.) death camas Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Apium graveolens celery, celeriac Humans: Harmful to skin with sunlight   Humans 
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Arachis hypogaea 
peanut, groundnut, monkey nut, earthnut, 

jack nut 

[Seed packets only] Humans/Pets: Seeds from 

this packet are not edible 
  Humans / Pets 

Argyreia nervosa Hawaiian baby woodrose Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Arisaema cobra-lily, Jack-in-the-pulpit, snail flower 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
Humans / Pets 

Arisarum mouse plant, mousetail plant 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
Humans / Pets 

Aristolochia 
birthwort, Dutchman's pipe, pipevine, 

guang fang ji 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten Humans / Dogs 

Arnica arnica, mountain tobacco Humans: Harmful if eaten; skin allergen   Humans 

Arum 
cuckoo pint, Italian lords-and-ladies, lords-

and-ladies 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; skin/eye irritant Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; skin/eye irritant Humans / Pets 

Asarum asarabacca Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten Humans / Pets 

Asclepias milkweed Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans 

Asparagus 
asparagus fern, climbing asparagus, foxtail 

fern, garden asparagus 
Humans: Skin allergen; fruits harmful if eaten   Humans 

Atropa deadly nightshade, belladonna, dwale 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; avoid eye 

contact 
  Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Azalea see Rhododendron         

Bowiea volubilis climbing onion Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans / Dogs 

Brassaia see Schefflera         

Brassica nigra, B. juncea   
black mustard, Indian mustard, brown 

mustard 
Humans: Skin irritant/allergen   Humans 

Brugmansia angel's trumpet, tree datura 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; skin irritant; 

avoid eye contact 
  Humans / Pets 

Brunfelsia 
yesterday, today and tomorrow, lady of the 

night 
Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Bryonia 
white bryony, red bryony, English 

mandrake 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Bryophyllum see Kalanchoe blossfeldiana         

Bulbocodium see Colchicum         

Buxus box, boxwood Pets: Harmful if eaten   Dogs 

Caladium angel’s wings, elephant’s ears 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
Humans / Pets 

Calla hort. see Zantedeschia         

Calla palustris bog arum, water arum 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Calomeria amaranthoides amaranth feathers, incense plant Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Calycanthus Carolina allspice Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Capsicum, except sweet varieties chilli pepper, chillies, ornamental pepper Humans/Pets: Irritant if eaten; skin/eye irritant   Humans / Pets 
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Caryota fish-tail palm Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin irritant   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Cascabela (syn. Thevetia) yellow oleander Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; skin irritant   Humans / Dogs, Rabbits, Rodents, Poultry 

Celastrus oriental bittersweet, staff vine Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Cerasus see Prunus         

Ceratocephala see Ranunculus         

Cerbera odollam tree, pong-pong, suicide tree Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Cestrum 
cestrum, inkberry, coerana, jessamine, lady 

of the night 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Charybdis see Drimia         

Chelidonium greater celandine 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Chrysanthemum (syn. Dendranthema) 
pot mum, chrysanthemum, florists’ 

chyrsanthemum 
Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Cimicifuga see Actaea         

Citrullus colocynthis colocynth, bitter apple, watermelon Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Citrus, varieties bearing lemons or limes lemon, lime, bergamot orange 
Humans: Fruit harmful to skin with 

sunlight/skin allergen 
  Humans 

Clematis traveller's joy, old man's beard Humans: Skin irritant; Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Rabbits 

Colchicum (syn. Bulbocodium, Merendera)  
autumn crocus, meadow saffron, naked 

ladies/lady 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten Humans / Pets 

Colocasia 
cocoyam, dasheen, eddo, elephant’s ears, 

taro 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
Humans / Pets 

Consolida see Delphinium         

Convallaria lily-of-the-valley Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Coriaria 
coriaria, tanner's bush, redoul, tutu, ma 

sang 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Rabbits, Poultry 

Coronilla varia (syn. Securigera varia) crown vetch Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Corynocarpus karaka Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Cucumis sativus, bitter varieties cucumber Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Pets 

Cucurbita lagenaria see Lagenaria         

Cucurbita lagenaria see Lagenaria         

Cucurbita*, edible varieties courgette, zucchini, pumpkin, squash 
Humans/Pets: If crop is bitter, don't eat or 

feed to pets 
  Humans / Pets 

Cucurbita*, ornamental varieties squash 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; fruit intended 

for decoration only 
  Humans / Pets 

Cycas sago cycad 
Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Harmful if 

eaten; skin irritant 
  Humans / Dogs, Cats 
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Cymbidium   Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Cynanchum vincetoxicum see Vincetoxicum 

hirundinaria 
        

Cypripedium lady's slipper orchid Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Cytisus (syn. Sarothamnus) broom, Scotch broom Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Cytisus laburnum see Laburnum         

Daphne 
spurge laurel, wood laurel, copse laurel, 

mezereon 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; skin irritant   Humans / Pets 

Datura thornapple, jimsonweed 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; skin irritant; 

avoid eye contact 
  Humans / Pets 

Delphinium (syn. Consolida) delphinium, larkspur Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Dendranthema see Chrysanthemum         

Dianthus carnation, sweet William Humans/Pets: Skin allergen   Humans / Pets 

Dictamnus burning bush, gas plant, dittany, fraxinella Humans/Pets: TOXIC to skin with sunlight   Humans / Pets 

Dieffenbachia dumbcane, leopard lily Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; skin/eye irritant   Humans / Pets 

Digitalis foxglove Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Dimorphotheca, see Osteospermum         

Dioscorea (syn. Tamus) black bryony, yam Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; skin irritant Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; skin irritant Humans / Dogs 

Dracaena (syn. Sansevieria) 
dracaena, dragon tree, ribbon dracaena, 

lucky bamboo, corn plant; snake plant 
Pets: Harmful if eaten   Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Rodents 

Dracunculus dragon arum 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
Humans / Pets 

Drimia (syn. Charybdis, Squilla, Urginea) 
squill, sea squill, red squill, white squill, 

Indian squill, sea onion 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans / Dogs 

Duranta golden dewdrop, pigeonberry Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats, Caged birds 

Ecballium elaterium squirting cucumber 
Humans/Pets: IRRITANT to skin/eye; harmful if 

eaten 
  Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Echinocactus williamsii see Lophophora 

williamsii  
        

Echium viper's bugloss, Paterson's curse Humans: Skin irritant   Humans 

Encephalartos breadpalm Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Endymion see Hyacinthoides         

Epipremnum (syn. Pothos aureus, 

Rhaphidophora aurea, Scindapsus aureus) 
Devil’s ivy, golden pothos, money plant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Eranthis winter aconite Pets: Harmful if eaten Pets: Harmful if eaten Pets 

Euonymus spindle, spindle tree Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Pets 
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Euphorbia (syn. Pedilanthus), except E. 

pulcherrima, poinsettia 

spurge, zig-zag plant, resin spurge, pencil 

tree, pencil cactus, African milkbush, 

avelós, crown of thorns, redbird cactus, 

slipper cactus, slipper spurge, poinsettia 

Humans/Pets: IRRITANT to skin/eye; harmful if 

eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Fagus beech Pets: Harmful if eaten   Dogs 

Ficaria see Ranunculus         

Ficus benjamina* 
weeping fig, Benjamin tree, small-leaved 

rubber plant 
Humans/Pets: Skin allergen; harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Ficus carica* fig Humans/Pets: Harmful to skin with sunlight   Humans / Pets 

Ficus*, except F. benjamina, F. carica, and F. 

elastica 
  Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Frangula alder buckthorn, black dogwood Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Fremontodendron (syn. Fremontia) California beauty, flannel bush Humans/Pets: Skin/eye irritant   Humans / Pets 

Galanthus snowdrop Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Gelsemium 
false yellow jasmine, Carolina jessamine, 

evening trumpet flower, heartbreak grass 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Poultry 

Ginkgo biloba ginkgo, maidenhair tree 
Pets: Seeds TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Seeds 

harmful if eaten 
  Humans / Pets 

Gladiolus gladiolus Pets: Harmful if eaten 
Pets: Harmful if eaten; Humans: Ornamental 

bulbs - not to be eaten 
Humans / Pets 

Gloriosa glory lily, flame lily Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten Humans / Dogs 

Grevillea spider flower Humans/Pets: Skin irritant/allergen   Humans / Dogs 

Gymnocladus dioicus Kentucky coffee tree Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Hakea needlebush Humans/Pets: Skin irritant/allergen   Humans / Dogs 

Hedera ivy 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin 

irritant/allergen 
  Humans / Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Rodents 

Heliotropium heliotrope, hathisunda Pets: Harmful if eaten repeatedly   Pets 

Helleborus hellebore, bear's foot, Christmas rose Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin irritant   Humans / Pets 

Hemerocallis daylily Cats: TOXIC if eaten   Cats 

Heracleum hogweed Humans/Pets: TOXIC to skin with sunlight   Humans / Dogs, Poultry 

Hippeastrum amaryllis Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Homeria see Moraea         

Humulus lupulus hop, hops 
Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Skin 

irritant/allergen 
  Humans / Dogs 

Hyacinthoides (syn. Endymion, Scilla 

campanulata, S. italica, S. non-scripta, S. 

nutans) 

bluebell, Spanish bluebell Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans / Dogs, Cats, Rabbits 

Hyacinthus hyacinth Humans: Skin irritant 
Humans: Skin irritant; Humans/Pets: 

Ornamental bulbs - not to be eaten  
Humans / Pets 
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Hydrangea hydrangea Humans: Skin allergen; Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Hyoscyamus henbane Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Illicium, except I. verum Japanese star anise, shikimi Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Ipomoea (syn. Turbina), except I. batatas, 

sweet potato 

morning glory; ololiuqui, Christmas vine; 

moita de calango 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Iris iris, gladdon, stinking iris, yellow flag Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans / Pets 

Isotoma axillaris see Lithotoma axillaris          

Jatropha 
purging nut, jicamilla, coral plant, Barbados 

nut, physic nut 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Juniperus communis* juniper Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Juniperus*, except J. communis savin Humans: Harmful if eaten; skin allergen   Humans 

Kalanchoe blossfeldiana (syn. Bryophyllum) kalanchoe, flaming Katy Pets: Harmful if eaten   Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Rodents, Caged birds 

Kalmia 

trailing azalea, sheep laurel, bog laurel, 

mountain laurel, American laurel, calico 

bush 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Tortoises 

Karwinskia humboldtiana coyotillo Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Laburnum (syn. Cytisus laburnum) laburnum, golden chain, golden rain  Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Rabbits, Rodents 

Lagenaria* (syn. Cucurbita lagenaria), edible 

varieties 
bottle gourd, calabash 

Humans/Pets: If crop is bitter, don't eat or 

feed to pets 
  Humans / Pets 

Lagenaria* (syn. Cucurbita lagenaria), 

ornamental varieties 
bottle gourd, calabash 

Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; fruit intended 

for decoration only 
  Humans / Pets 

Lantana lantana, shrub verbena, yellow sage Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Rabbits, Rodents 

Lathyrus sativus* grass pea, chickling vetch Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans 

Lathyrus*, except L. sativus sweet pea, everlasting-pea Humans/Pets: Pods and seeds are not edible   Humans / Pets 

Laurentia axiallaris see Lithotoma axillaris         

Laurocerasus see Prunus         

Ledum see Rhododendron         

Ligustrum privet Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Lilium lily, Easter lily, tiger lily Cats: TOXIC if eaten 
Cats: TOXIC if eaten; Humans/Pets: 

Ornamental bulbs - not to be eaten 
Humans / Cats 

Lithotoma axillaris (syn. Isotoma axillaris, 

Laurentia axiallaris) 
blue star Humans: Skin irritant   Humans 

Lobelia, except L. erinus cardinal flower, lobelia Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin irritant   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Lophophora williamsii (syn. Echinocactus 

williamsii) 
peyote, mescal buttons, dumpling cactus Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Luffa loofah 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten, except young 

fruit; don't eat if bitter 
  Humans / Dogs, Cats 
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Lupinus lupin Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Tortoises 

Lychnis githago see Agrostemma githago         

Lysichiton skunk cabbage 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Macadamia macadamia Dogs: Nuts harmful if eaten   Dogs 

Macrozamia   Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Mandragora mandrake Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Melanthium see Veratrum         

Melia azedarach chinaberry, Chinese neem Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Mentha pulegium pennyroyal Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans 

Menziesia see Rhododendron         

Mercurialis dog's mercury Pets: Harmful if eaten   Dogs 

Merendera see Colchicum         

Mirabilis 
marvel of Peru, four o’clock plant, false 

jalap 
Humans: Harmful if eaten Humans: Harmful if eaten Humans 

Momordica*, edible varieties balsam pear, bitter melon, karela 
Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Don't eat crop if 

bitter 
  Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Momordica*, ornamental varieties balsam pear, bitter melon, karela 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; fruit intended 

for decoration only 
  Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Monstera 
cheese plant, Swiss cheese plant, Mexican 

breadfruit 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Moraea (syn. Homeria) Cape tulip, homeria, butterfly iris, tulip Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten Humans / Pets 

Nandina domestica sacred bamboo, heavenly bamboo Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Poultry 

Narcissus daffodil, jonquil, Lent lily Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin irritant Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin irritant Humans / Dogs, Cats, Tortoises 

Nerium oleander oleander, rose bay, rose laurel 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten; smoke from 

burning is harmful 
  Humans / Pets 

Nicotiana tobacco plant 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; avoid skin 

contact 
  Humans / Dogs 

Oenanthe crocata, O. aquatica (syn. O. 

phellandrium), O. fistulosa, and O. silaifolia 
water dropwort, hemlock water dropwort Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Oncidium   Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Opuntia prickly pear, cactus apple, bunny ears Humans/Pets: Skin/eye irritant   Humans / Dogs 

Ornithogalum; also see Albuca 
star-of-Bethlehem, chincherinchee, wonder 

flower 
Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Harmful if eaten Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Harmful if eaten Humans / Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Rodents 

Osteospermum (syn. Dimorphotheca, some 

spp.) 
Cape daisy, African daisy Pets: Harmful if eaten   Rabbits, Rodents 

Paeonia peony Pets: Skin irritant   Dogs, Cats 
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Papaver somniferum poppy, opium poppy Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Paris herb Paris Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans 

Parthenocissus Virginia creeper, Boston ivy Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin irritant   Humans / Pets 

Pastinaca sativa parsnip Humans/Pets: Harmful to skin with sunlight   Humans / Dogs 

Pedilanthus see Euphorbia         

Persea americana avocado 
Rabbits: Leaves TOXIC if eaten; Pets: Fruit 

harmful if eaten repeatedly 
  Rabbits, Pets, Caged birds 

Phacelia phacelia, fiddleneck, woolly blue curls Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Phaseolus 
kidney bean, navy bean, French bean, 

climbing bean, runner bean 

Humans/Pets: Raw pods/beans harmful if 

eaten 
  Humans / Dogs 

Philodendron 
blushing philodendron, heart leaf, 

sweetheart plant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant/allergen 
  Humans / Pets 

Physalis alkekengi Chinese lantern 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten, except ripe 

fruit 
  Humans / Dogs 

Phytolacca 
pokeweed, pokeroot, pokeberry, inkweed, 

inkberry, pigeonberry 
Humans: TOXIC if eaten; Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Pieris pieris Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   
Humans / Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Rodents, 

Tortoises 

Pistia stratiotes water lettuce 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Plumbago leadwort, Cape plumbago, Ceylon leadwort Humans/Pets: Skin irritant   Humans / Pets 

Plumeria frangipani 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Podophyllum (syn. Sinopodophyllum) 
mayapple, American mandrake, Himalayan 

mayapple, Indian mayapple 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Polianthes see Agave         

Polygonatum Solomon's seal Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Polyscias dinner plate aralia Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Pothos aureus see Epipremnum         

Primula auricula* auricula; primrose; polyanthus Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Primula obconica*, except primin-free cultivars German primula, poison primula Humans: CAUTION skin allergen   Humans 

Prunus (syn. Cerasus, Laurocerasus, Pygeum), 

varieties bearing ornamental fruit 

cherry laurel, laurel, Portugal laurel, sloe, 

apricot 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Rabbits, Rodents 

Pygeum see Prunus         

Quercus oak Pets: Harmful if eaten   Dogs 

Ranunculus (syn. Ceratocephala, Ficaria) 
buttercup, crowfoot, celandine, spearwort, 

beakwort 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin irritant Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin irritant Humans / Pets 

Rhamnus buckthorn Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 
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Scientific name Common names 
Label wording for growing plants 

and bare roots 

Label wording for loose or 

packaged bulbs/corms/etc. 
Humans and/or Pets 

Rhaphidophora (syn. Raphidophora) shingle plant 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Rhaphidophora aurea see Epipremnum         

Rheum x hybridum* rhubarb 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten, except cooked 

leaf stalks 
  Humans / Pets 

Rheum*, except R. x hybridum Chinese rhubarb, da huang Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Rhododendron (syn. Azalea, Ledum, Menziesia) 
rhododendron, pontic rhododendron, 

azalea, Labrador tea  
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Tortoises 

Rhoeo see Tradescantia         

Ricinus communis castor oil plant, caster bean, palma Christi Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Rivina bloodberry Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Robinia 
false acacia, black locust, common acacia, 

locust tree 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin irritant   Humans / Pets 

Rosmarinus see Salvia rosmarinus          

Rumex dock, sorrel 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten in large 

amounts 
  Humans / Pets 

Ruta 
rue, garden rue, herb of grace, Jackman’s 

blue 
Humans/Pets: TOXIC to skin with sunlight   Humans / Dogs 

Salvia divinorum* divine sage Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Salvia rosmarinus* (syn. Rosmarinus) rosemary Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Sambucus nigra* elder, elderberry 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; fruit/flowers 

edible if cooked 
  Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Sambucus*, except S. nigra elder, danewort Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Sansevieria see Dracaena         

Sarothamnus see Cytisus         

Sauromatum voodoo lily 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
Humans / Pets 

Schefflera (syn. Brassaia) umbrella plant, umbrella tree Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Scindapsus satin pothos 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Scindapsus aureus see Epipremnum         

Scopolia scopolia, Russian belladonna Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Securigera varia see Coronilla varia         

Setcreasea see Tradescantia         

Sinapis alba white mustard Humans: Skin irritant/allergen   Humans 

Sinopodophyllum see Podophyllum         
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Scientific name Common names 
Label wording for growing plants 

and bare roots 

Label wording for loose or 

packaged bulbs/corms/etc. 
Humans and/or Pets 

Solandra chalice vine, trumpet flower, cup of gold Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Solanum dulcamara see Solanum, ornamental 

species 
bittersweet, woody nightshade       

Solanum nigrum* black nightshade, garden nightshade? Pets: Harmful if eaten   Dogs 

Solanum pseudocapsicum (syn. S. 

capsicastrum) see Solanum, ornamental 

species 

        

Solanum tuberosum* potato 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten, except potato 

crop 

[Loose or packaged seed potatoes] 

Humans/Pets: Seed potatoes and plants - 

Harmful if eaten; [Optional if room allows] 

Store crop potatoes in a cool, dry and dark 

place; cook before eating 

Humans / Dogs 

Solanum*, ornamental species (including S. 

pseudocapsicum (syn. S. capsicastrum) and S. 

dulcamara) 

Chilean potato tree, kangaroo apple, 

nightshade, potato vine; Christmas cherry, 

Jerusalem cherry, winter cherry 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Sophora sophora, kowhai, necklace pod Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Sophora japonica see Styphnolobium 

japonicum 
        

Sparrmannia African hemp Humans/Pets: Skin irritant   Humans / Dogs 

Spartium Spanish broom Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Spathiphyllum peace lily 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Squilla see Drimia         

Strophanthus kombe Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans 

Styphnolobium japonicum (syn. Sophora 

japonica) 
pagoda tree, Chinese scholar tree Pets: Harmful if eaten   Dogs 

Symphoricarpos snowberry Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans 

Symphytum comfrey Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten repeatedly   Humans / Rabbits, Rodents 

Syngonium arrowhead vine, nephthytis 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
  Humans / Pets 

Tabernaemontana  
crape or crepe jasmine, East Indian 

rosebay, pinwheel flower 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Tagetes minuta African marigold, French marigold Humans: Skin irritant/allergen   Humans 

Tamus see Dioscorea         

Taxus yew Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Teucrium germander Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans 

Thermopsis false lupin, buffalo pea, golden banner Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Thevetia see Cascabela          

HTA Guide to Potentially Harmful Plants, 3rd Edition (2022) - A-Z of Plants (cont.) 
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Scientific name Common names 
Label wording for growing plants 

and bare roots 

Label wording for loose or 

packaged bulbs/corms/etc. 
Humans and/or Pets 

Thuja 
western red cedar, northern white cedar, 

white cedar, Chinese cedar 
Humans: Harmful if eaten; skin allergen   Humans 

Toxicodendron poison ivy 
Humans: CAUTION Skin allergen causing 

severe dermatitis; Poisonous if eaten 
  Humans 

Toxicoscordon (syn. Zigadenus, some spp. ) death camas Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Tradescantia (syn. Rhoeo, Setcreasea, Zebrina) 
tradescantia, spiderwort, inch plant, 

moses-in-a-boat 
Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Tropaeolum majus nasturtium Humans: Skin allergen   Humans 

Tulipa tulip Humans: Harmful if eaten; skin allergen 
Humans: Harmful if eaten; skin allergen; Pets: 

Ornamental bulbs - not to be eaten  
Humans / Pets 

Turbina see Ipomoea         

Typhonium dwarf voodoo lily 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
Humans / Pets 

Urginea see Drimia         

Urtica nettle 
Humans: Skin irritant; Pets: Harmful if eaten 

and via skin; skin/eye irritant 
  Humans / Dogs 

Veratrum (syn. Melanthium) false hellebore, false helleborine Humans/Pets: TOXIC if eaten   Humans / Dogs 

Vincetoxicum hirundinaria (syn. Cynanchum 

vincetoxicum) 
swallow-wort Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Cats 

Viscum album mistletoe Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Pets 

Vitis, whether fruit are edible or ornamental grapevine Dogs: Harmful if eaten   Dogs 

Wisteria wisteria Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Pets 

x Cupressocyparis leylandii see x 

Hesperotropsis leylandii 
        

x Cuprocyparis leylandii see x Hesperotropsis 

leylandii 
        

x Hesperotropsis leylandii (syn. x 

Cupressocyparis leylandii, x Cuprocyparis 

leylandii) 

Leyland cypress Humans/Pets: Skin allergen   Humans / Dogs 

Xanthosoma blue taro, Indian kale, yautia 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
Humans / Pets 

Yucca yucca Pets: Harmful if eaten; Humans: Skin allergen   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Zamia camotillo Pets: TOXIC if eaten; Humans: Harmful if eaten   Humans / Dogs, Cats 

Zamioculcas 
fern arum, emerald palm, zamia, Zanzibar 

gem, ZZ  

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
Humans / Pets 

Zantedeschia (syn. Calla hort.) arum lily, calla lily, florists’ calla 
Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 

Humans/Pets: Harmful if eaten; skin/eye 

irritant 
Humans / Pets 

Zebrina see Tradescantia         

Zigadenus see Anticlea and Toxicoscordon         

* following a plant name in the list means that more than one label applies to the genus. 


